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FUNERAL COSTS — GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE 

924. Hon SUE ELLERY to the Minister for Child Protection:  
I refer to the minister’s announcement today about the reinstatement of a funeral assistance program. The 
minister’s announcement states that the new scheme is expected to apply to more people than the previous 
scheme. The previous scheme was funded for $750 000. 

(1) How much additional money has been allocated to the program? 

(2) If no additional money has been allocated to the program, is it the government’s expectation that 
payments to individuals will be less than those payments that were made, on average, to applicants 
under the previous scheme? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY replied: 
(1)-(2) I thank the member for her question. I did notice today that the Labor opposition was putting out the 

furphy that we had bowed to pressure from Labor. That certainly is not the case. This program has been 
reviewed. Since 1 July, the government has provided assistance for the burial of 17 people. In answer to 
the member’s question, $750 000 has been put back into this program by government. If more money is 
required, more money will be forthcoming. This is a program that we have put back in place. We have 
streamlined it — 

Hon Sue Ellery: Can I remind the member of the second part?  

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: Let me finish. We have streamlined this program so that it will run better for the 
community of Western Australia. There is a 1800 toll-free number that will operate during business hours, and it 
will be linked to Crisis Care after hours. People who want assistance will still need to go to the Department for 
Child Protection to fill out an application form, and they will be expected, as previously, to contribute.  

In answer to the second part of the member’s question, the money will be put back in by the government; and, if 
more money is needed, more will be given. 

Hon Sue Ellery: The second part of the question, if the member will take it by interjection, is: is it the minister’s 
expectation that the payments that will be made to people under this scheme will be less than the average 
payments that were made under the previous scheme? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: No. I would expect it to be exactly the same. But I will say that, in the future, 
somewhere down the track, this will not sit in child protection. It will sit somewhere else. There will be more 
reviews done on the funeral bereavement assistance program at a later stage. But, for now, it will remain in the 
Department for Child Protection, and it will be funded. 
 


